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Students drafted for
road safety efforts

Those with NCC, NSS will m:mmimrlhr have to help the city’s traffic department

| Supriya Dedgaonkar
i timesgroup.caom

TWEETS @supriya_mirror

he dty traffic department
wantstolet no stoneunturm-
edinitsefforts toreach out to
people about road safety
AWaATreress.

To make Pune’s roads saler and Its
cltizens wiser, the department has now
maike it mandatory for the students as-
sociated with the Mational Cadet Corps
(NCC) and National Service Scheme
(NS5} toextend a helping hand.

The extra credit that the students
from WSS ar NCC eam for these extra.
curfoular activities will mow also de.
Feru:l on their partnership with the traf-

¢ depantment. Under this initlative,
thestudentswillbe expected to manage
traffic in thelr college vicinity, manage
the parking spaces in thetr colleges and
prepare traffic signboards.

Rajesh Puranik, police inspector
workingwith the tratfic department s
counselling cell, told Mirror, “Theidea
behind extending counselling ses-
sonswasocreate awarenessamongst
the motorists (o wear helmets and fol-
low traffic rules for their own safety
and initally the sessions were con-
ducted at the police headguarnters.
However, action taken on commuters
without helmets was reduced and
therefore thecounselling unit has had
toshift focus to youth and college-go-
ing students.”

“We, therefore, have Initiated a
joint venture with the deputy director

Traffic departmeant has conducted awareness programmes in colleges

of education and the Savitribal Phule
Pune University. We have tied up with
arouwnd 197 collepes across Pune dis-
trict tospread the movement and reac-
hingoutto3. S lakh students inthefirst

hase. The response from the youth so
ar is amazing. N5S and NCC students
will havetocompulsorily help the traf-
fic department in spreading the work
of traffic safety,” headded.

So far, whilethe traffic department
has conduected awareness pro-
grammes in several major colleges in
Pune Municipal Corporation s (PMC)
limits and will now be moving o to
colleges In the Pimpd-Chinchwad
Munibcipal Corposation {PCMC) lmits
and in the rural parts of Pune districe

Vijay Narkhede, jodnt director of
the state government’s hi educa-
tion department, sakd, “ All the college
authorites have been alerted about
the directions recelved by the trafiic
department and will have togive their
support to the iInitlative,”

As a part of the inidative, the stu-
dents belonging to NS5 and NOC will

have to perform 12 actvities annually
in order 1o spread awareness and to
give thetr inputs which will later be
used by the traffic de t.

TIEE students ml?aﬂlmhmver, IMH0sY
excited about visiting several other -
tes ke Mumbat, Delhl, Chennal, and
Bengaluru tosee and understand how
the traffic scenarioin other cltles is.

Avishkar Derle. an NS5 member
and a final-year student of BSc Physics
studying ln Fergusson College, said, “It
Is a great learning and an opportunity
to be directly involved with the traffic
department. Inkially anawareness ses-
ston was organised in the college and
wie hiave taken it forwand from there, be
It creating awareness .m'H:n'FSI other
students or performing skits.

Bhise, a first-yearcommence
student and NOC cadet from Modern
College, sakd, “leventually want toget
into the police and this is a stepcloser.
Wehavealready begunwiththeinitia-
tve In and around our college cam-
pus, and are trying o reach out to as
many people aswecan.”
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Slumn kids will
educate r-idesxs

Oxh

«< cS

They will he statiomned across Sinhagad Road om
Sunday, distribhuting leaflets that press omn MorTTms

l Haw i e - Dol g oo ey b
A e gl e . S
TWE ET @i ety _ rrale e e
he meed for craffic awaremess
achiewves a mnewer clarity ewve-
ry dday, as cit recorcls ey
mmishaps o renadl that re-
swle frosm a causal approach vowarcds
rules. This rmotivatiorn — of odis—
Seminating awarenaess — s at the
heart of Swanand jankalyan Prae-
ishthhan. a social growup cthat works
closely with children frosm shhoaraos
The organisatiaon has planmed an
owent for Sunday, whers kicds aged
R-12 will make thelr presences el
oy Siry o Rmﬂ. el at i rgg e -
Ple o roacd sa

Aurcmunrac 1O -:hlldrm ity sanpver—
wishon From their parents and solum-
peers,. will be statloned at Dandelkar
Pral. MNaushiya MMarutl Chorw k. Flimgme
Chowk and Dhayari Phata from S

T 5 =
m‘l’hn ml L e eqguilpped with
leaflers, explaiming the mportarnces
of vralflilc awaranoess, waartng holmors
and keeping off the zebra crossings.
The nisations offictals belliewe
that by handing over this task o
children, the adualt riders will take
bPecver nowuce of the rules they have
bocn violatimg.

Pavindra Shingoapuarkar, ome of
the leading memboers of Swanand
Jalkayan Sanstha, said,. “wWe have
Tbeen closely associated wiith the chil-
dren staying in the slums for a while
moww. We'e ooncdduct several activities
for them, owut of wihich most of chaon
AT CFR O l:hzve st Aol o
ast acadeﬂ'l s,

objective of roping bn sloao
::h:ldrv_-n for wvartous initiatives,
according to Shinganapurkarn. is o
remove them from the confines of

- = These children e oo bobolse
ertminals. Our motive s oo help
these kids B 23 ISR STl o —
ment that also hel thernm focus omn
thelr Sstudies i a8 Detter Way. ™ he
anclclect .

Be it the trafflc awarnsness pro-
AT OF anyihing clse. it has gea-
eraved positive results as even oor-
roborated by the parents. Asha

e, wwbvome Five ol ol e
= associaved with the organisasion,
said. “iln ashort span she has learmned
?:: rﬂ.n_inch alromat e worrm 'I:aF“Jrn Eraf-

rules v AL - S AT LT
hard o all :_ these activities duc oo tho
classes that she atrends WII.I!
Swanand group awvery waoloer

Tern ol Audiicya hedals, & =il
pat!s‘h.ad school stwdent who volun-
tecrs with the organisation. had a
First-Miand exXperiencs O recount.
salkd, “COn weckends we got oo learm
S0 Mmuehl — about SPorts. arts and
several norms of the Eovernrment.
Every wook my stblings and T ook
Ffocward oo thoas. ™

Swanand janakalyan also cor-
ducts 24 sarmurudd bl warg (a focmm of
reaTmedial Classes) O SVery Saturcday
and Sunday in the seva vastoos of
Sinhagad Road amnd Kothruad, The
wraffic initavive seermured Froom omee off

the sldums. wihere the oriime rane Is
i

these sessporns, wihich even the police
officials belteve, will make a differ-—
e

Sentor police inspector,. Dewvidas
Gihevare, from the Dattawadl odivi-
B, Said. “This initiasive wi e
tmpactful as, on this Fare oocasion,
cihuidren are Lrawcsive o vt il e
vaken aback if az all tl'ley e vto-laung
the rules ard will give (e a e Tt
15 essential that once 1n a wihile suck
events should be conducted by the
public for the prablic.™
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