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hindustantimes - 16 August, 2019

Ganeshotsav 2019: Good work by Pune police

Ganeshotsav 2019 will be memorable for smoath and timely conduct of the immersion processions and lower
decibel levels as compared lo the past. Ganesh mandals and police deserve kudos, bul more needs lo be done...
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m&mﬁulww oele

brations that just

passed hy will he

memorable on at

lpast twocounts: For
U Jigst Limnes s o docide, L
citv'smajestic Ganesh inmer-
sion processsion that passes
through Latemi road and Tilak
road closed in a record 25.45
toonars,

The fact that it took less than
24 hours for this slow-moving
procession onafour-and-a-ha il
kilometre stretch to conclude is
a coammendable feat. o the
past, this procession has taken
anywheare between 26 to 2%
Tvars aretd mmcre Do cone bode

Thesecond reason why Gan-
asharsay ANHE will b meamora-
Bbila, is noise poliution levels,
Both, the Maharashtra Pallu-
P Ot rol Beaodt MPCEYoud
ateam from College of Engi-
necring Pone (COEP) have
reported thit noise levels this
time were marginally lowear-
aboui B 1W0decibels fhon previ
OLLE Yedrs.

Anecdotal feedhack from
residenls o various pacts ollithe
city confirms that noise levels
wern mich inwer. Some irre
sponsible honsing socketies in
lecalitiss cuch as Bopodi did
v blnsing D jousie on Liw
10th dav, which was conve-
mienitly ignored by the Ropod i
Ehadki police. Hovweaver, v and
Iarge, noiselevels wers indesd
o Lhe bowier side.

This was again, because of
the firm =tand taken by the

c‘l'ha-ﬂa.mal

immersion procession of Dagdush
For the first time ina decade. the immersion procession closed inarecord 23.45

ACONTINUING BLOT ON
GANESHOTSAV IS THE
EXTORTION IN THE
NAME OF 'VOLUNTARY

Fane palice against Thl mnsic
andthe installation of ‘spepker

walls’ by various Ganpari man-

Indeed, credit is due to Pune
police eoammissione: K Von:
katesham for the simooth and
orderly conduct of Gansshor-
sav Lhis year Ashwell-koown,
numersus were held
with Ganesh mandals in the
city gnd they were urged to
reform with the imas,

Ube il ad s weere urged o
cooperans with the police and
the public and oot create noi-

dhmamﬂmmhmsdnﬂnnm
hours.

sance by blocking roads with
gient mandnps, piagying hlar
ing, earsplitting music and
delaving the procession by
harurs ingether-lorepister self-
lmportance,

Multiple meatings had tohe
held tounderscors these points,
andindeed. these efforts by the
ke e bravwe baoee e fenlie.

Nojse pollution watchers
noted that noise levels had not
reduced signidicantly because
of the high decibel sound firom
the dhol-tasha tronpes, Pro-
gressive minds from the city,
especially thoss from organiss-
tions sueh as U J oo Prab-
hodini must pay attention to
thisinorder totwingdowm dec-
bels o optimum levels.

What i=accaprable to thepol-
lalion comirol bomed §s 75 dieci
bels- the uppers Hmitfor nolse In
mlaces with comimencial activ-

(91)

4TFLE

ity and not B6and 100 decibels-
ples as was the case

A thind factor that needs to
beaddressed effectively is that
olextortion. Populolestivals is
the time when Ganeshotsav
eortributions ara“demanded™
by various registered and
un-registered mandals from
residents and troders e tho
area. Most people pay up
meekly rather than face the
wirath of these Guneshmandal
representativesin theirneigh-
honrhonds, Bul when thingsgn
cut of hand and turn ugly,
police complairteare filed and
reporied prominciaily by the
mediaas happens every year

Ganeshotsavisa vy josnns
oerssion andeven asmell tolken
contribution ough: to be
oo lor oo colelbrn
thon. No ones needs to pay upin
thousande to these mandals,

T haed renmtu:lhnmthe Ganeshot-
sav J01Y witnessed a 8-10 decibel
decrease inthe noise levels and that
the smimersian processinn was
campleted ina recond tame frame
dhiner 1o e chilligennt e Mo s ol Hhee
P palice 2nd other stakehobte s

Specific limits shoukd be set for
these cortributions and an
approgriste receipt issued
Any demand beyond this
oughl o be viewed psexloriion
in\*hir‘.;pmmma:ﬂmmmum

'Lanesh meandals apd the
Puns police thus have a four-
Tobd responsi Dilioy oosards the
peaple of "'une: Ensure that the
Ganesh imnrersion proeession
coreluces inan opt e b
span; do not block prominent
roads and by lanes of the ety
with glant mandaps, exercise
strict contral to prevent noise
prodlut bor sl balee & boan mns-
ures to prevent extortion by
Ganesh mamdals.

A determined pursuit of
these objectives will undeubt-
cdly bring back the digoily of
Ganeshotsav celebrations.
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Two caught with tiger skin
worth T40L in intn’l market
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At junctions of Smart City, an ‘intelligent’ syste
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AL SAND TRANSPORTATION
==+ & Driver arrested for stealing trucks
=== !attached by revenue dept officials
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