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Interstate gang held for cheating people by
offering dollars, antiques at lower price

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE, AUGUST 31

The Pune City Police hasar-
rested an interstate gang of
four persons, including a
woman and her son, for al-
legedly cheating people by
making fraudulent offers of
providing American dollars
and antique objects at low
prices.

Police have identified the
suspects as Kabir Salim Shaikh
(29) of Yerwada and a native of
Jharkhand, Mustafa Shahwali
Shaikh (31) of Yerwadaand a
native of Uttar Pradesh, Salman
Alam Shaikh (26) and his
mother Nasima Begam
Mohammed Mukim(48), both
residents of Yerwada and na-
tives of Bihar.

A police probe has so far
showed that the gang is in-
volved in five cheating cases,
including one registered at
Khadki police station inwhich
they allegedly duped Kishor
Shantaram Garud (28), resi-
dent of Kothrud, to the tune of
Rs 1.18 lakh on July 31, 2019.

According to police, Garud
came in contact with the ac-
cused while having tea near a
hospital in Khadki area.

Police said the accused
lured him by giving assurances
of providing American dollars
at low prices. But after accept-
ing cashof Rs 1,18,500 from
him, the accused tricked him
and gave him washing soap
covered with bundles of news-
paper rolls and fled from the
spot, police added.

During the investigation,
police got clues about the ac-
cused from CCTV footage and
then, acting on a tip-off to
Havildar Uttam Kadam and
Constable Sandip Gaikwad, a
team led by Senior Inspector
Bhagwat Misal, Inspector Shafil
Pathan, Sub-Inspector Pratap
Giri laid a trap and nabbed the
fouraccused persons in Khadki
Bazaar area on August 29.

During a search, police re-
covered a currency note of one
dollar, 14 currency notes of 20
dollars, soap, 11 mobile
phones, nine SIM cards and
other items worth Rs 43,840
from them.

Police said they had de-
posited the money that earned
by cheating people into differ-
ent bank accounts. Police have
seized Rs 2.19 lakh from differ-

ent bank accounts.
In a press conference on
Saturday, Deputy

(97)

Commissioner of Police (Zone
V) Prasad Akkanavaru said fur-
ther investigation was on and
there was a possibility that
more cases will be solved.

Police said the accused
would approach traders, veg-
etable vendors, vehicle drivers
with offers of giving them dol-
lars atlow prices.

Initially, they gave one dol-
lar as a sample saying they had
more such currency notes and
wanted to themwith
Indian currency, police added.

Police further said to gain
people’s trust, they asked the
to get the sample note checked
from the bank.

But later, after accepting
Indian currency, they would
trick them and instead of giv-
ing the currency, they cheated
people by handing over soap
wrapped in paper, police
added. In June this year, the
Faraskhana police station team
had arrested a gang of four per-
sons, who were similarly
cheating people by making
fraudulent offers of dollars.

Police had then alerted that
there were six different gangs
comprising 45 persons hailing
fromdifferent states, who were
allegedly committing similar
crimes in the city.
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Police crack 2-month-old |
murders, arrest two men
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TWEET @gunwantimirror

hree minors faked their kid-
napping on Friday — as they
feared a reprimand from their
families — after bunking their
tuitions and gallivanting through-
out the city. Initially, they told their
parents that three unknown people
had abducted them, only to abandon
them after three hours. In a state of
panic, the parents approached the
cops, who then scrutinised closed-
clrcuit television (CCTV) footage
of locations that were narrated by
the three minors. With no result at
hand, the cops turned suspicious by
the minute. It was only after Interro-
gating the children that they could
crack the case.
The incident came to light around
8.30 pm. The three students aged
13.14 had bunked their classes and

PuneMirror - 29 september, 2019

3 teens fake their kidnapping

After bunking tuitions, they went around the city; they were scared of returning home late and thus cooked up a story

‘ .. |

One of the kids said that they were dropped at Tilak Chowk, Nigdi. When
cops checked CCTVs, no abduction-related activity was found

went about the city. After sunset,
when they perhaps realised that it was
too late to go home and that they may
get yelled at, they hatched a plan to
fake their kidnapping. From an

unknown number they called their
parents and claimed that they were
abducted and were finally dropped at
Tilak Chowk in Nigdi, When they
were picked from the spot by their par.

(103)

| 2

g the case fell under the jurisdiction of
Rupinagar police chowky.
One of the parents told the cops
E that their kid went to tuition around
5.30 pm on Friday. He had told them
g that an unknown person camein a car
and kidnapped him along with two
girls. At 9.30, he had called his par-
ents, saying that three unknown peo-
ple had abducted him now dropped
him back. The minor then requested
the parents to pick him up. Based on
these statements, the cops began an
investigation. They checked the CCTV
footage of the spots mentioned by the
13-year-old. However, they could not
find a specific car at the locations.
Sub-inspector Yogesh Shinde told
Mirror, “We reached the spot as soon
as we received the information and
also scanned the CCTV footage.
We did not find any kidnapping-relat-
ed activity. So, we enquired with
locals, who said that they were una-

4% ents, they went to Chikhali police as  ware of the case.”

When they could not connect any
points, the cops turned towards the
children to ask them more questions.
“There was something odd about their
behaviour. They were not scared and
instead behaved normally as If noth-
ing had happened. This stoked our
suspicion. When we interrogated
them, one of the girls revealed that
they had faked their kidnapping,”
Shinde added.

He said that the children confessed
to making the plan since they were
scared of going home that late after
they had bunked their tuition, which
they attend together. Now, the police
are counselling the children, where
they are told the importance of educa-
tion and career. They were even told
about the gravity of kidnapping — the
consequences if it had happened for
real. “They regret what they have
done and have said that it would not
happen again,” the cop said.
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M STCORRESPONDENT
reporters@sakaaltimes.com

PUNE: A 32-year-old paan
shop owner was allegedly
killed by three persons when
he demanded money for one
cigarette, which they had
purchased. The incident took
place in Baner on Sunday
evening. Police have arrested
the three accused.

The deceased has been
identified as Santosh Narhari
Kadam, who used to operate
Swara Paan Shop adjacent to
Karan hotel opposite DMart
in Baner. His maternal uncle
Ramprabhu Rangnath Mote
(39), a native of Parbhani dis-
trict, and owner of Karan ho-
tel, sustained injuries while
trying to save him. Mote has
lodged an FIR with Chatu-

FELEIRILEY - 3 September, 2019

Shopkeeper killed for asking
money for cigarette; 3 held

hshrungi police against the
three accused persons.

As per police, around 2.30
pm on Sunday, three per-
sons went to the paan shop
and one of them asked for a
cigarette. Kadam gave him
the cigarette and asked for
money. However, one of
them slapped him saying he
should not ask for money
from them as they are “Bhai’
of the area. Mote intervened
and the three of them went
away after threatening them
of dire conseguences,

Incident

“Around 5.15 pm, | was in-
side my hotel when | heard
screams of Kadam and his
mother-in-law. 1 saw the
same three men who had
earlier quarrelled with him

in the afternoon. Two of them
were holding Kadam's hands
while the third one stabbed
him with a dagger. When |
went to save him, one of the
accused attacked me with a
chopper and | sustained in-
juries on my hands, They ter-
rorised other people by wav-
ing choppers. The accused
fled when one of my workers
rushed towards them with
a big stone. As they fled on
a motorcycle towards Pune
university chowk, 1 remem-
bered its registration num-
ber,” Mote stated in his com-
plaint. They were rushed to
a private hospital in Aundh,
where Mote was discharged
after receiving first aid. Kad-
am who was admitted in ICU
ward succumbed to his inju-
ries at around 10 pm.

(112)

Case cracked within
12 hours

Soon after the incident,
officials from Crime Branch
unit 4 and the Detection
branch of Chatuhshrungi
police station identified the
attackers, after getting leads
from the bike number. Act-
ing on a tip-off received by
Crime Branch's policemen
Datta Phulsundar and Vishal
Shirke, a team led by Police
Inspector Anjum Bagwan
nabbed Vishal Shinde and
Prashant Kamse in Sang-
vi around 3 pm on Monday.
Two others Somnath Kalyan
Chatur (21) and Abhishek
Lala Korde (21) were nabbed
by Chatuhshrungi police sta-
tion team. Police inspector
Vaishali Galande is further
investigating the case.
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