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Girl who ran away
fromhome finds safe
havenin YerwadaPS

10-yr-old was spotted by a traffic cop near a paan shop

| Gunwanti.Paraste
@ timesgroup.com

TWEETS @gunwantimirror

n an intriguing case of bond be-

tween the city police and a 10-

year-old girl rescued by city police,

the minor has expressed herwish

to stay with the cops in the police
station rather than being reunited with
her family or the NGO where she resid-
ed for a few years. [ want 1o stay in the
police station as | feel safer here.” The
minorhasallegedly led herhomeasshe
did not feel cared for by her motherand
stepfather. The girl has alleged that her
mother, who separated from her bio-
logical father, always beat her up and
tortured her, due to which she has re-
fused to go back to her family. The mi-
nioe further stated that the cops at the
Yerwada police station, where she was
brought to after being spotted sitting
aimilessly next toa paan shop, gave her
attention and care, which she lacked at
her home. However, due to practical
constraints, Yerwada police handed
over the girl to an NGO, 505 Balgram,
where she will be taken care of properdy,
they feel.

Identified as Poonam Arjun Pawar,
the girl was spotted by traffic cop Vi-
lash Kokane near Bishop's School
Chowk, Ramwadi, where she was sit-
ting on a vada pav push cart. Kokang
hadcometherefortea. Thatiswhenhe
observed that the girl was sitting there
cluelessly. Onenquiring about the girl
to other shopkeepers, he didn’t re-
ceive any satisfactory answers. Then
he turned to the girl and asked her of
her whereabouts. To this, Poonam
gave vague replies. First she said that
she hails from Solapur and said that
she forgot exactly where her mother
residid, adding that she was waiting
there to go back to Solapur. Kokane,
who is attached to Yerwada traffic de-

(71)

Poonam with her rescuers

partment, decided to hand over the
glrl to Yerwada police, Talking about

he incident, Kokane told M‘Irrw “1
[mnd Poonam on July 25 around 8
pm. When | asked her about her par-
ents, she told me that her father lives
in Solapur, while her mother lives in
Pune, adding that she wasn't sure of
her mother's address, She even wld
me that she wasstudying in ClassIVin
Solapur and that she came o Pune
with hermotherafter awhile.”

API Balabhim Nanaware wold Mir-
row, “We asked for her whereabouts
from Solapur police and found out
about the girl's parents. We got to
know that she was staying at an NGO
in Salapur for about four vears. When
we contacted the NGO, Nirkshan
Grah Balsudhargrah, they told usthat
between October 28, 2006, and April
5,2019, she stayed with them. She re-
ceivisd education there forawhile. Lat-
er, the girls mother took her home
with her.”

Manaware further sajd, “We are in-
vestigating the case further and looking
forher parents, " adding that Poonamal-
so said that her mother and stepiather
made herdohousehold work and hence
shedid not want togoback to them.
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